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THE    ROCK    SPRING   ON    THE 


TOGRAPHS    SV    HOWARD    RATHBONE 


You  are  invited  to  become  a  member  of  the  Lincoln  Farm  Association,  organized  and 
incorporated  under  the  laws  of  the  State  of  Kentucky  for  the  purpose  of  converting  the 
Lincoln   Birthplace   Farm   into   a   National   Park  as   a   memorial   to   the  great  President 

THE    LINCOLN    BIRTHPLACE    FARM 


IT  is  now  more  than  forty  years  since  Abra- 
ham Lincoln  suffered  martyrdom  while  in 
the  service  of  his  country,  and  only  within 
the    last    few   months   has    any    determined 
move  been  made  toward  erecting  and  maintain- 
ing a  fitting  national  memorial  to  honor  his  great 
democracy  and  high  service  to  the  nation. 

Mount  Vernon  stands  as  a  monument  to  the 
greatness  of  Washington,  and  it  has  become  the 
Mecca  of  thousands  of  pilgrim  citizens.  Yet 
the  memory  of  Lincoln,  who,  next  to  Washington, 
must  rank  as  the  great  Republic's  greatest  citi- 
zen, owns  no  visible  tribute  save  a  few  stone 
shafts  erected  by  private  subscription  or  public 
appropriation  in  various  States. 

This  condition  has  not  existed  through  lack 
of  possibilities.  The  Lincoln  Birthplace  Farm, 
located  at  the  geographical  centre  of  Kentucky, 
lends  itself  admirably  to  the  idea  of  a  national 
memorial  park.  It  is  easy  of  access,  being  lo- 
cated on  two  lines  of  railway,  and  is  very  close 
to  the  centre  of  population  of  the  entire  United 
States. 

From  time  to  time  the  idea  of  converting  this 
farm  into  a  park  of  some  sort  has  been  discussed 
and  agitated  in  a  desultory  way ;  in  fact,  news- 
papers published  in  Kentucky,  Ohio,  and  Indiana 
have  frequently  devoted  considerable  space  to  the 
project.  Several  years  ago  a  Mr.  A.  W.  Dennett 
of  Xew  York  City  purchased  the  farm  for  a  con- 
sideration of  $3,000,  and  spent  some  money  im- 
proving the  place,  even  going  so  far  as  to  erect 
a  picket  fence  around  the  farm,  with  the  inten- 
tion of  making  it  a  public  park.  For  one  reason 
or  another  the  idea  had  to  be  abandoned,  and 
since  then  the  farm  has  become  very  much  run 
down. 

The  logs  of  the  old  cabin  in  which  Lincoln 
was  born  were,  some  time  ago,  taken  to  an  exhi- 


bition at  Nashville,  and  a  tenant  finally  came 
into  possession  of  the  farm  with  the  sole  consid- 
eration that  he  should  pay  the  annual  taxes. 
It  was  the  general  opinion  of  the  people  there- 
abouts that  the  tenant  had  marie  a  bad  bargain, 
and  the  truth  of  their  prediction  was  verified 
when,  a  few  months  later,  the  old  farm  was 
advertised  for  sale  to  pay  the  taxes.  The  amount 
of  the  taxes,  however,  was  paid  bv  its  owner  at 
the  last  moment,  thus  preventing  the  sale. 

Meanwhile  the  Lincoln  cabin,  after  serving  its 
purpose  at  the  Xashville  Exhibition,  was  finallv 
sold  to  an  exhibitor,  who  for  some  time  took  it 
about  the  country  as  a  traveling  show,  and  later 
on  had  it  stored  in  a  cellar  at  Stamford, 
Connecticut,  awaiting  a  purchaser. 

Any  number  of  attempts  have  been  made  to 
get  hold  of  the  farm  itself,  some  bv  capitalists, 
others  by  newspapers,  and  still  others  by  the 
Kentucky  State  Legislature,  the  idea  in  the  two 
former  cases  generally  being  to  exploit  the  old 
place  for  commercial  purposes.  One  proposi- 
tion was  to  erect  on  the  farm  a  home  for  aged 
negroes ;  another  was  to  erect  there  a  home  for 
Confederate  soldiers  or  for  widows  and  orphans. 

Early  in  August,  1905.  public  notice  was 
finally  given  that  on  the  28th  day  of  that  month, 
by  order  of  the  Court  of  Larue  County.  Ken- 
tucky, the  farm  on  which  Abraham  Lincoln  was 
born  was  to  be  sold  at  public  auction  from  the 
Court  House  steps.  Following  this  announce- 
ment, rumor  became  current  in  the  newspapers 
that  several  business  enterprises,  including  a 
Louisville  whisky  distillery,  were  intending  to 
secure  the  property  in  order  that  they  might  make 
advertising  capital  out  of  its  acquisition. 

The  idea  of  converting  the  farm  into  a  national 
memorial  to  Lincoln  had  been  in  the  minds 
of    the    publishers   of  Collier's   for   some   time 


M 


and,  recognizing  that  immediate  action  was  nec- 
essary, if  the  place  was  to  be  saved  from  the 
hands  of  speculators,  a  representative  of  Col- 
lier's journeyed  to  Hodgenville,  and,  bidding 
against  the  representatives  of  the  commercial 
interests,  bought  the  farm  outright  under  the 
auctioneer's  hammer. 

In  order  that  the  movement  to  honor  the  great 
President  might  be  purely  patriotic  and  national 
in  its  scope,  it  was  essential  that  the  further  work 
should  be  taken  up  by  an  association  of  public- 
spirited  citizens  willing  to  give  a  portion  of  their 
time  and  thought  to  the  proper  development  of 
the  idea  and  a  proper  maintenance  of  the  park 
and  buildings,  when  these  should  be  completed. 
It  was  recognized  also  that  when  the  project  be- 
came known,  thousands  of  citizens  throughout 
all  the  States  in  the  Union  would  wish  to  have 
a  part  in  the  work. 

To  this  end  the  Lincoln  Farm  Association  has 
been  organized  and  incorporated  to  convert  the 
Lincoln  Birthplace  Farm  into  a  national  park. 
It  is  the  intention  to  restore  the  old  cabin  in 
which  Lincoln  was  born ;  to  properly  clean  and 
protect  the  old  spring;  to  sow  the  fields  with 
blue  grass ;  to  erect  at  least  one  notable  monu- 
ment to  grace  the  grounds  ;  and  to  build  on  some 
suitable  site  on  the  farm  a  historical  museum. 

Collier's  has  turned  over  to  the  Association  the 
deed  to  the  farm,  and  the  cabin  has  already  been 
purchased  from  the  man  who  held  it  in  Stamford, 
Connecticut,  and  will  be  restored  to  its  original 
place.  The  laying  out  of  the  ground  and  erection 
of  the  monument  and  buildings,  and  the  perma- 
nent maintenance  of  the  park,  now  devolve  upon 
the  Association  and  its  committees. 

Large  funds  are  needed,  and  the  national  char- 
acter of  the  entire  plan  demands  that  these  funds 
should  come,  not  from  a  wealthy  few,  but  from 
Lincoln's  "plain  people"  in  every  State,  North 
and  South,  East  and  West. 

The  only  requirement   for  membership  in  the 


Association  is  that  you  contribute  to  the  work — 
and  your  contribution  may  be  any  sum  not  less 
than  25  cents  nor  more  than  $25.  This  con- 
tribution will  constitute  you  a  perpetual  member 
of  the  Lincoln  Farm  Association.  You  will 
receive  a  handsomely  engraved  certificate  of 
membership,  bearing  on  its  face  a  portrait  of 
Lincoln,  scenes  on  the  farm,  your  name,  and  the 
autographs  of  the  officers  and  trustees  of  the 
Association.  Your  name  will  also  be  entered  in 
the  membership  books,  to  be  kept  in  a  place  of 
honor  at  the  park.  The  amount  of  your  contri- 
bution, however,  will  not  be  made  public  in 
any  way. 

You  will  note  that  the  president  and  trustees 
of  the  Lincoln  Farm  Association  are  among  the 
most  prominent  citizens  of  the  nation.  You  will 
note  also  in  the  succeeding  pages  of  this  booklet 
that  the  work  of  the  Lincoln  Farm  Association, 
in  creating  and  maintaining  the  Lincoln  Xational 
Park,  has  the  approval  and  hearty  endorsement 
of  a  great  number  of  our  prominent  statesmen, 
educators,  business  men,  and  leaders  in  every 
sphere  of  activity. 

At  the  present  date.  March  1,  1906,  the  Lin- 
coln National  Park  movement  has  been  before 
the  country  only  two  or  three  weeks,  and  already 
the  Association  has  between  3,000  and  4,000 
members.  Any  man,  woman,  or  child  willing  to 
make  a  contribution  within  the  limit  stated  may 
become  a  member  by  simply  forwarding  to  the 
Treasurer  of  the  Association  the  amount  which 
he  or  she  wishes  to  contribute. 

Additional  copies  of  this  booklet  and  member- 
ship application  blanks  for  distribution  among 
your  friends  will  be  mailed  you  freely  on  request. 

Address  contributions  and  all  correspondence  to 

Mr.  Clarence  H.  Mackay,  Treasurer 

Lincoln  Farm  Association 

74  Broadway,  New  York 
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ENDORSED  BY  THE  NATIONS  LEADERS 

MANY     EXPRESSIONS     OF     APPROVAL     FOR     THE    PLAN    AND     PURPOSE     OF     THE     LINCOLN     FARM     ASSOCIATION 
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THE     PRESIDENT     ENDORSES     THE     LINCOLN     FARM     PLAN 

I  heartily  approve  of  the  movement  to  make  the  birthplace  of  Abraham  Lincoln  a  national  park,  so 
mat  the  building  in  which  he  was  born  may  be  preserved  to  illustrate  the  real  conditions  of  his  birth 
and  childhood.  It  seems  to  me  that  the  value  of  the  project  will  largely  depend  upon  the  simplicity 
with  which  it  is  carried  out  and  the  success  of  the  effort  to  keep  the  surroundings  as  nearly  as  possible 
such  as  they  were  when  Lincoln  lived  among  them.  I  am  glad  that  the  scheme  of  preservation 
contemplates  an  appeal  to  individual  Americans.  Lincoln's  memory,  like  Washington's,  is  one  of  the 
hallowed  and  priceless  heritages  of  all  our  people.  It  is  not  possible  that  any  home  in  which  he  lived 
can  ever  have  quite  the  associations  for  the  nation  as  a  whole  that  Mount  Vernon  has,  but  most  as- 
suredly his  birthplace  should  be  preserved  in  such  shape  as  will  enable  us,  as  a  nation,  to  realize  vividly 
the  condition  from  which  the  second  of  our  two  great  Presidents  sprang  to  mold  our  destiny  for  good. 

The  White  House,  January  27,  igcb. 


MR.     CLEVELAND'S     VIEWS 

I  am  strongly  in  favor  of  the  contemplated  movement  to  make  the  birthplace  of  Abraham  Lincoln 
a  memorial  which  shall  arouse  and  stimulate  reverent  and  patriotic  sentiments  in  the  minds  of  the 
American  people.  It  seems  to  me  that  this  should  be  done  directly  by  the  individual  effort  of  our 
people,  and  that  the  memorial  for  all  time  to  come  should  be  in  their  especial  keeping. 

Princeton,  .V.  /.,  January  25,  iqob.  GROVER    CLEVELAND. 


The  Vice-President  of  the  United  States  : 

The  birthplace  of  Abraham  Lincoln  is  sacred  to  the 
memory  of  every  American  patriot,  to  every  lover  of 
liberty  throughout  the  world,  and  it  is  in  the  highest 
degree  fitting  that  it 
should  be  appropriately 
marked.  It  isto  be  hoped 
that  there  may  be  erected 
there  some  tangible  en- 
during expression  of  our 
appreciation  of  the  love 
we  have  for  the  memory 
of  one  of  the  greatest  men 
the  world  has  produced. 
Charles    IV.  Fairbanks. 

The  Secretary  of  War  : 

I  strongly  sympathise 
with  the  purpose  of  Mr. 
Collier  in  making  this  a 
national  enterprise,  and 
think  that  the  public  are 
indebted  to  him  for  buy- 
ing the  place  and  maki  lg 
it  possible  to  preserve  it 
as  he  proposes.  The  fig- 
ure of  Lincoln,  as  the 
typical  American  w  h  o 
carried  the  burden  of  the 
Presidency  through  the 
greatest  crisis  that  this 
country  has  had  to  en- 
counter, looms  so  large 
in  our  history  that  no 
effort  should  be  spared 
to  bring  his  personality 
and  his  wonderful  char- 
acter and  virtues  to  the 
knowledge  of  the  present 
peoples  and  coming  gen- 
erations. I  shall  be  glad 
to  cooperate  in  any  way 
that  I  can  as  a  humble 
citizen  in  this  enterprise. 
William  H.   Taft. 

The  Archbishop 
of  Baltimore : 

I  beg  to  say  that  I  am 
heartily  in  favor  of  con- 
verting into  a  national 
park  the  farm  on  which 

Abraham  Lincoln  was  born.  An  enlightened  and  pa- 
triotic people  will  not  fail  to  appreciate  the  public  spirit 
which  actuates  Mr.  Collier  in  proposing  to  donate  this 
farm  to  the  Government,  with  the  view  of  converting 
it  to  a  public  park.  James,  Cardinal  Gibbons. 


ABRAHAM 
From  a  portrait  taken  s 


President  pro  tern,  of  the   United  States  Senate  : 

The  project  of  making  a  national  park  and  museum 
on  the  farm  where  Lincoln  was  born  meets  with  my 
hearty  approbation.  In  these  times  of  engrossing  com- 
mercialism such  an  altar 
of  patriotism  will  prove 
a  most  valuable  object- 
lesson,  an  indication  that 
we  have  not  quite  for- 
gotten our  debt  to  the 
martyred  President. 

William  P.  Frye. 

The  Archbishop 
of  St.  Paul: 

By  all  means,  let  us 
have  the  Lincoln  Farm. 
The  land  upon  which 
Abraham  Lincoln  was 
born,  and  upon  which  he 
spent  his  early  youth,  is 
too  sacred  to  be  turned 
over  to  vulgar  every-day 
purposes.  It  must  be  for 
all  time  one  of  America's 
venerated  shrines,  over 
which  the  spirit  of  Amer- 
ica shall  hold  undisputed 
sway,  and  whither  wor- 
shipers shall  come  from 
every^  clime  to  honor  it 
and  inhale  its  sublime 
and  purifying  life.  Let 
it  be  the  free-willed  of- 
fering of  the  people  of 
America,  the  gift  of  their 
hearts,  the  generous  ef- 
fusion and  expansion  of 
their  very  souls.  Patriot- 
ism allows  naught  else, 
by  naught  else  will 
patriotism  be  nurtured 
into  best  and  sweetest 
flowering.  John  Ireland. 

The  Governor 
of  Minnesota  : 

I  most  heartily  endorse 
the  project  and  plan  to 
establish  the  Lincoln 
Birthplace  Park.  Foster- 
ing a  spirit  of  patriotism, 
it  would  renew  memo- 
ries of  the  great  martyred  man  who  gave  his  country 
and  people  the  unselfish  service  of  his  whole  life. 
Minnesota  will  do  her  fu"  «hare  to  realize  the  purpose 
of  the  project. 

Jo lin  A .  Johnso?i. 


LINCOLN 
hortly  before  his  death 
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SCENES    ON    AND    ABOUT   TH1 
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Nolan  Creek,  in  which  young  Lincoln  was  nearly  drowned 


vas  one  of  the  boy  Lincoln's  greatest  delights  to  accompany  his  fa" 
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The  old  Louisville  and  Nashville  Pike,  supervised  by  Lincoln's  father 

LINCOLN    BIRTHPLACE    FARM 
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The  rolling  fields  of  the  farm  are  as  wild  as  they  were  in  Lincoln's  day 


o  this  picturesque  spot,  where  he  played  while  their  grist  was  being  ground.     This  mill  was  closed  only  two  years  ago 
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Fissure  from  which  flows  the  clear,  cool  water  of  Lincoln  Spring 


/iew  from  the  knoll  near  the  spring  where  the  old  cabin  stood 


The  Congressman  from  Mississippi : 

The  South  has  especial  proprietorship  to  Abraham 
Lincoln.  Ever)'  drop  of  blood  in  his  veins  was  South- 
ern, every  characteristic  of  the  man  was  Southern,  his 
love  of  hu-mor,  his  steadfastness  of  purpose,  his  devo- 
tion to  an  idea.  He  was  a  type — though,  of  course,  a 
very  high  tvpe — of  that  class  of  Southerners  whence  he 
sprang.  I  have  never  been  in  favor  of  national  parks, 
except,  of  course,  where  they  were  the  means  of  con- 
serving the  remains  of  the  dead.  But  a  national  park 
upon  the  home  of  Abraham  Lincoln  would  much  more 
nearly  represent  the  coming  together  of  Northern  and 
Southern  ideas,  and  the  essential  unity  of  the  American 
people,  than  a  park  upon  a  mere  battlefield. 

fohn  Sharp  Williams. 
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The  old  Lincoln  family  millstone  now  serves  as  a 
"stoop"  to  the  side  door  of  the  house  on  the  farm 

Mark  Twain's  Idea  of  It : 

Mr.  Collier  has  secured  the  land,  saved  it  from  dese- 
cration, and  put  it  at  the  nation's  disposal,  and  now 
the  rest  of  us  can  go  ahead  and  make  it  a  fitting 
memorial  of  the  man  it  cradled.  The  Government  is 
spending  millions  every  year  on  agricultural  colleges 
and  model  farms  to  teach  the  art  of  raising  more 
corn  and  squashes.  In  the  present  political,  moral, 
and  social  atmosphere  of  the  American  people  there 
is  nothing  in  that  line  that  can  compare  with  this 
little  model  farm  that  raised  a  Man.       Mark  Twain. 

The  Senator  from  West  Virginia : 

It  is,  indeed,  gratifying  to  me  to  have  the  old  home- 
stead, the  birthplace  of  one  of  America's  greatest 
Presidents,  Abraham  Lincoln,  preserved.  Nothing 
could  be  more  fitting  than  to  hold  as  a  shrine  the 
home  of  the  man  who  delivered  the  following  words 
on  the  battlefield  of  Gettysburg  at  the  time  when 
the  feeling  between  the  two  sections  of  the  country 
was  yet  most  intense: 

"That  we  here  highly  resolve  that  the  dead  shall 
not  have  died  in  vain ;  that  the  nation  shall,  under 
God,  have  a  new  birth  of  freedom,  and  that  the  gov- 
ernment of  the  people,  by  the  people,  and  for  the 
people,    shall   not   perish  from  the  earth." 

Nathan  B.  Scott. 

The  Senator  from  Wisconsin  : 

I  entirely  approve  Lincoln  Park  project  as  of  perma- 
nent and  patriotic  interest.  John  C.  Spooner. 

The  Senator  from  Texas  : 

The  plan  proposed  for  the  Lincoln  Birthplace  Park  is 
commendable  and  patriotic,  and  will  arouse  deep  inter- 
est in  every  section  of  the  Union. 

Charles  A.  Culberson. 

The  Mayor  of   Philadelphia  : 

I  most  heartily  approve  your  plan  for  the  Govern- 
ment to  acquire  the  farm  upon  which  Abraham  Lincoln 
was  born,  and  to  convert  it  into  a  great  national  mu- 
seum and  park.  As  time  carries  us  on  further  from  the 
life  of  the  great  martyred  President,  his  work  and  he 
himself  are  growing,  and  the  time  will  come  when  the 
American  people  will  regret  having  lost  any  opportu 
nity  to  acquire  a  memorial  that  shall  do  justice  to  his 
memory.  John   Weaver. 


The  Senator  from  Indiana : 

I  heartily  endorse  the  movement  to  make  a  great 
national  museum  and  park  of  the  farm  on  which  Abra- 
ham Lincoln  was  born.  Few  spots  on  the  continent  are 
so  sacred  to  the  nation  as  this  historic  ground. 

Albert  J.  Beveridge. 

The  Senator  from  Wisconsin : 

I  desire  to  give  most  earnest  approval  to  the  plan  for 
a  Lincoln  Birthplace  Park. 

Nothing  pertaining  to  Abraham  Lincoln  should  be 
lost  or  forgotten.  Every  material  thing  connected  with 
his  life  at  any  time  or  place  should  be  cherished  as  a 
precious  heritage  of  the  American  people. 

No  man  can  visit  the  home  in  which  Lincoln  lived 
at  Springfield,  or  the  tomb  where  rest  his  sacred  ashes, 
without  strongly  feeling  a  renewed  devotion  to  coun- 
try, and  a  deeper  responsibility  as  a  citizen.  To  carry 
the  personality  of  Abraham  Lincoln  in  any  measure 
over  into  the  life  of  the  coming  generations  is  to  ren- 
der a  great  service  to  the  public. 

Mr.  Collier,  generous,  wise,  patriotic,  has  saved  the 
birthplace  of  him  who  so  loved  the  plain  people,  and 
who  was  so  filled  with  the  true  spirit  of  their  govern- 
ment that  he  found  for  them  the  simplest  yet  most 
potential  definition  of  representative  democracy  ever 
uttered. 

His  birthplace,  rescued  and  restored,  shall  forever 
tell  its  story  and  bear  its  message  to  those  who  come 
after  us,  and  for  all  time  make  more  secure  a  govern- 
ment of  the  people,  by  the  people. 

Robert  M.  La  Follette. 

The  President  of  Yale  University  : 

I  approve  most  heartily  the  public  spirit  shown  by 
Mr.  Collier  in  the  purchase  of  the  birthplace  of  Abra- 
ham Lincoln,  and  his  intention  to  present  it  to  the 
public.  Whether  the  situation  and  character  of  the 
place  are  such  as  to  warrant  me  in  recommending  the 
collection  of  half  a  million  dollars  or  any  large  fraction 
of  that  sum,  for  the  purpose  of  maintaining  it  as  a 
public  park,  is  a  point  on  which  I  can  not  venture  to 
express  an  opinion  without  a  more  careful  personal  ex- 
amination of  the  conditions  than  I  have  time  to  give. 

Arthur  T.  Hadley. 
The  Senator  from  Alabama : 

I  commend  the  movement  and  hope  it  will  meet  with 
great  success.  j0/„,  -j.  Morgan. 

The  President  of  Leland  Stanford,  Jr.,  University: 

The  project  so  happily  started  by  Mr.  Collier,  mak- 
ing a  national  park  of  Lincoln's  Kentucky  farm,  is 
thoroughly  wholesome.  Lincoln  was  the  wisest  and 
most  clear-sighted  exponent  of  democracy,  our  great- 
est political  leader,  and  the  one  who  came  nearest  the 
hearts  of  the  people.  It  was  his  power  to  touch  the 
common  man  on  his  best  side.  It  is  the  worse  side  for 
which  the  demagogue  seeks.  We  have  too  little  senti- 
ment interwoven  with  our  history.  We  need  more  of 
it,  and  this  Lincoln  shrine  will  intensify  a  feeling  which 
is  really  worthy.  It  is  good  to  worship  heroes  when 
the  heroes  themselves  are  good. 

David  Starr  Jordan. 

The  Governor  of  Arkansas : 

I   heartily   endorse  the  project. 


Jefferson  Davis. 


The  Senator  from  Colorado : 

The  effort  to  acquire  the  farm  on  which  Mr.  Lincoln 
was  born,  and  to  make  it  a  national  park,  will  meet 
with  the  hearty  approval  of  every  patriotic  American. 
Should  it  be  done  by  voluntary  contribution,  the  real- 
ization of  the  effort  will  the  more  clearly  demonstrate 
the  close  sympathy  between  the  masses  and  the  great 
heart  that  was  born  upon  its  soil.  I  sincerely  hope  the 
movement  will  be  crowned  with  immediate  and  over- 
whelming success.  Thomas  M.  Patterson. 

The  Rabbi  of  the  Sinai  Congregation  of  Chicago : 

I  most  heartily  endorse  the  project.  The  Moham- 
medan has  his  Mecca;  the  Christian,  St.  Peter's,  Beth- 
lehem, and  the  Holy  Sepulchre;  America  has  her  Mount 
Vernon,  Monticello,  and  should  add  to  these  Lincoln's 
birthplace.  Where  the  best  and  noblest  of  our  people 
was  incarnated  springs  a  well  the  pure  waters  of  which 
can  not  but  requicken  the  soul  of  the  nation. 

Emit  G.  Hirseh. 
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The   President  of  Harvard  University: 

It  seems  to  me  that  Mr.  Collier's  generous  proposal 
to  give  the  birthplace  of  Abraham  Lincoln  to  the 
public  ought  to  be  accepted.  The  Government  might 
reasonably  undertake  the  charge  of  the  farm;  but  ii  it 
should  decline  to  do  so,  1  do  not  doubt  t  hat  a  voluntary 
association  could  be  formed  which  would  preserve  Lin- 
coln's humble  birthplace  with  the  same  piety  which 
has  restored  and  made  secute  the  rich  Washington's 
Mount  Vernon. 

Charles  //'.  Eliot. 

An  Author's  Cooperation : 

I  heartily  endorse  the  proposed  Lincoln  Birthplace- 
Park,  and  I  hasten  to  say  that  it  will  give  me  pleasure 
to  cooperate  with  Collier's  as  far  as  I  am  able.  My 
magazine  will  carry  the  notice,  and  I  will  comment 
editorially  from  time  to  time.       Thomas  E.   Watson. 


The   President  of  the  College  of    the  City  of    New 
York  : 
1  cordially  approve  the  plan  t"  pm  tin-  people  of  the 

United    Stales   permanently  in   possession  of   the   birth- 

plai  e  of  Abraham  Lincoln.  Its  title  should  rest  there, 
and  I  congratulate  Mr.  Collier  that  he  has  made  tin-, 
possible.  Wherever  Lincoln's  birthplace  was.  it  should 
lie  kept  a  saereil  place;  but  situate  as  it  is  in  the  very 
heart  of  Kentucky,  in  territory  which  looks  both  North 
and  South,  there  is  espei  ial  reason  for  making  it  a 
shrine  of  our  reunited  life.  'John  H.  Fillley 

The  President  of  Princeton  University  : 

It  seems  to  me  that  your  proposal  that  the  Lincoln 
farm  in  Kentucky  should  be  converted  into  a  national 
park  is  an  excellent  one,  and  I  have  no  doubt  it  will 
meet  the  approval  of  public  opinion  at  once. 

//  'oodrow    II  'ilson. 


This  cabin,  in  which   Lincoln  was  born,  was  removed  several  years   ago  for  exposition  pur- 
poses.    The  old  logs  will  be  restored  to  their  original  place  by  the  Lincoln  Farm  Association 


The  Congressman  from  Tennessee : 

I  most  heartily  endorse  the  plan  to  preserve  to  the 
American  people  the  birthplace  of  Abraham  Lincoln, 
and  to  convert  into  a  national  park  and  museum  the 
one  hundred  and  ten  acres  which  made  up  the  Thomas 
Lincoln  farm.  The  State  of  Tennessee  owns  and  pro- 
tects the  Hermitage,  the  home  of  Andrew  Jackson. 
The  old  home — the  first  home — of  that  other  rugged 
statesman,  Abraham  Lincoln,  should  be  held  as  a 
sacred  heritage  in  all  the  coming  years.  The  proposi- 
tion of  its  present  owner  to  donate  it  to  the  American 
people  is  a  patriotic  one,  and  will,  I  feel  sure,  elicit 
national  appreciation.  w  />_  Brownlozo. 

The  Congressman  from  Kentucky : 

I  am  pleased  to  know  that  it  is  Mr.  Collier's  pur- 
pose to  have  the  farm  upon  which  Abraham  Lincoln 
was  born  converted  into  a  national  park  and  museum. 
I  cordially  commend  the  plan  suggested  because  it 
affords  every  citizen  of  the  Republic  the  opportunity 
to  offer  a  tribute  to  the  memory  of  the  great  War 
President.  That  the  movement  will  be  successful  I  do 
.not,  I  can  not,  doubt.  I  will  cheerfully  render  any 
service  that  I  may  with  propriety,  if  requested,  in 
behalf  of  this  patriotic  endeavor.  /)   j-f  Smith 

The  Author  of  the  "Life  of  Abraham  Lincoln": 

I  heartily  endorse  the  plan  of  making  a  national 
park  of  the  Lincoln  birthplace.         /,/,,   {/    Tarbell 


The  Governor  of  Wyoming  : 

Such  a  movement  as  that  inaugurated  by  Collier's 
Weekly,  to  make  a  great  national  museum  and  park 
of  the  farm  on  which  Abraham  Lincoln  was  born,  has 
my  hearty  approval  and  endorsement,  and  I  will  take 
pleasure  in  cooperating  with  you  in  every  way  possible. 
The  life  of  this  greatest  of  Americans  will  be  an  in- 
spiration to  the  youth  of  our  land  during  all  the  com- 
ing years.  gt  b.  Brooks. 

The  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives : 

I  concede  the  patriotic  sentiment  as  the  one  prevail- 
ing motive,  but  it  seems  to  me  that  the  purpose  can  be 
accomplished  in  another  way  that  will  make  this  pro- 
posed park  a  shrine  of  the  people,  and  not  of  the  Gov- 
ernment. The  disposition  to  make  national  parks, 
marked  battlefields,  and  other  historic  places  opens 
such  a  wide  field  that  it  would  be  impossible  and  per- 
haps undesirable  to  have  the  Government  take  posses- 
sion and  assume  responsibility  for  all  of  them.  It 
seems  to  me  that  it  would  be  better  for  you  to  proceed 
as  a  citizen,  incorporate  your  project,  and  carry  it  out 
as  an  incorporated  body,  responsible  alone  to  the  peo- 
ple, and  make  it  in  name  as  in  fact  a  shrine  of  the  com- 
mon people,  in  no  way  connected  with  the  Government, 
and  free  from  official  control  or  interference:  for,  once 
accepted  by  the  Government,  it  will  be  practically  im- 
possible to  make  conditions  that  would  forever  keep 
the  park  as  its  projectors  would  have  it  kept. 

Joseph  G.  Cannon. 
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A  bit  of  dilapidated  fence  that  bounds  the  farm 


The  Governor  of  Kansas  : 

The  movement  to  make  a  great  national  museum 
and  park  of  the  farm  on  which  Abraham  Lincoln  was 
born  is  certainly  a  most  commendable  one.  I  hope  it 
will  meet  with  the  success  it  richly  deserves. 

Ed-ward  W.  Hoch. 

The  Director  of  the  Lincoln  Centre,  Chicago  : 

I  rejoice  that  the  suggestion  urged  two  years  ago  in 
the  columns  of  "Unity"  are  to  be  realized  through  the 
generosity  of  Mr.  Collier.  Every  intelligent  citizen 
now  living  and  unborn  millions  will  bless  him  for  his 
patriotic  foresight.  The  birthplace  of  the  greatest 
American  must  no  longer  remain  a  neglected  shrine. 

Jenkin  Lloyd  Jones. 

The  Commander-in-Chief   of   the   Grand   Army  of 
the  Republic  : 

Mr.  Collier's  act  in  saving  the  birthplace  of  Abra- 
ham Lincoln  from  the  grasp  of  sordid  speculative  greed 
is  as  purely  a  patriotic  deed  as  has  been  performed  in 
this  country  for  years.  In  the  name  of  the  quarter  of 
million  members  of  the  organization,  at  the  head  of 
which  I  have  the  honor  to  stand  this  year,  I  thank  him 
most  heartily. 

We,  of  the  war  days,  stood  in  a  measure  too  close  to 
Mr.  Lincoln  and  his  time  to  properly  gage  the  mighty 
strength  and  grandeur  of  his  character.  But  the  years, 
as  they  have  receded,  have  given  us  a  better  perspec- 
tive, as  our  minds  and  our  power  to  view  and  measure 
life  and  its  real  import  have  alike  enlarged,  till  now 
we  bow  with  all  indulgent  mankind  reverently  at  his 
shrine,  and  view  as  almost  sacred  the  scenes  and  the 
material  matters  with  which  he  was  intimately  asso- 
ciated. By  all  means,  let  us  dedicate  to  patriotism  for- 
evermore  the  fields  so  familiar  to  his  youth. 

James   Tanner. 

The  Senator  from  North  Carolina : 

I  heartily  endorse  the  plans  to  convert  the  Lincoln 
farm  into  a  national  park.  The  American  people  will 
respond  to  the  suggestion.  j^ee  s.  Overman. 

A  Hodgenville  Pastor : 

I  am  the  Catholic  pastor  of  the  parish  in  which  the 
Lincoln  birthplace  is  located.  I  heartily  endorse  your 
national  movement  to  honor  Abraham  Lincoln's  birth- 
place, and  in  the  words  of  himself  I  would  say:  "With 
malice  toward  none,  with  charity  for  all,  with  firm- 
ness in  the  right,  as  God  gives  us  to  see  the  right,  let 
us  strive  on  to  finish  the  work  we  are  in!" 

A.  Reinhart. 

The  Senator  from  South  Carolina : 

There  is  not  a  man  living  who  has  a  greater  admira- 
tion for  the  character  and  ability  of  Abraham  Lincoln 
than  I.  He  is  the  typical  American,  the  greatest  of 
them  all,  to  my  thinking.  I  heartily  approve  of  any 
scheme,  national  or  private,  which  looks  to  keeping  the 
youth  of  America  in  touch  with  this  great  character  in 
our  history.  Benjamin  R.  Tillman. 


The  Governor  of  Illinois : 

I  have  to  say  that  I  heartily  approve  of  the  project 
for  the  acquirement  of  the  farm  on  which  Abraham 
Lincoln  was  born  and  its  maintenance  as  a  national 
park  and  museum.  It  is  a  most  appropriate  place  to 
preserve  the  atmosphere  in  which  our  early  pioneer 
patriots  lived;  and  I  believe  that  the  preservation  of 
the  historic  spots  of  our  country,  and  their  identifica- 
tion with  the  lives  or  deeds  which  have  made  them 
famous,  would  be  of  great  interest  and  educational 
value  to  future  generations,  as  well  as  a  powerful  stim- 
ulus to  patriotism.  Charles  S.  Deneen. 

Judge  of  the  United  States  Circuit  Court : 

Permit  me  to  commend  the  enterprise  and  patriotism 
of  your  efforts  to  preserve  the  birthplace  of  Lincoln  in 
memory  of  his  great  name  and  character. 

George  Gray. 

The  Senator  from  Nevada : 

I  quite  approve  of  your  plan  for  developing  the  Lin- 
coln birthplace  into  a  park  and  building  thereon  a  great 
national  museum.  I  have  no  doubt  that  the  plan  will 
meet  the  sympathetic  approval  of  the  patriotic  people 
of  the  country.  Francis  G.  Newlands. 

The  Senator  from  Washington : 

The  name  of  Lincoln,  and  all  that  is  associated  with 
the  life  of  that  grandly  intellectual  and  divinely  sym- 
pathetic American,  should  be  cherished  forever  by 
the  people  of  the  United  States.  By  all  means,  pre- 
serve the  Lincoln  farm.  Samuel  H.  Piles. 

The  Senator  from  Wyoming: 

I  heartily  approve  the  proposition  to  preserve  and 
improve  the  farm  which  was  the  birthplace  of  Abraham 
Lincoln,  and  will  be  glad  to  assist  you  in  your  efforts, 

Francis  E.  Warren. 

The  Senator  from  Utah  : 

The  movement  inaugurated  by  Collier's  Weekly, 
looking  to  the  setting  apart  of  the  farm  upon  which 
Abraham  Lincoln  was  born  as  a  great  national  museum 
and  park,  has  my  heartiest  commendation.  It  will 
serve  to  keep  alive  in  the  minds  of  the  American 
people  the  great  services  which  the  immortal  Presi- 
dent rendered  to  this  country,  and  anything  which 
does  this  is  supremely  worth  while. 

George  Sutherland. 

The  Publisher  of  "The  Commoner  "  : 

As  Mr.  William  Jennings  Bryan  is  now  in  the 
Orient,  and  will  not  return  to  the  United  States  until 
the  latter  part  of  the  year,  I  write  that  you  will  know 
it  is  not  his  intention  to  ignore  Mr.  Collier's  suggestion 
that  the  farm  upon  which  Abraham  Lincoln  was  born 
be  converted  into  a  national  museum  and  park.  It  is  a 
most  worthy  movement,  and  "The  Commoner"  will 
gladly  endorse  it  in  its  columns. 

Charles    IV.  Bryan. 


The  trees  that  arch  over  the  spring 
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Become  a  Member  of  the  Lincoln  Farm  Association 
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